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Good morning!
Mr. Secretary, students and faculty advisors, fellow Decathlon co-sponsors, ladies and gentlemen.  
Tour guides refer to Pennsylvania Avenue as “America’s Main Street.”  We who live and work in Washington know better:  America’s Main Street is this great Mall, this great green carpet of trees and grass stretching between our Nation’s Capital and the Washington Monument, and even beyond to the Lincoln Memorial. 
Watched over by the genius of our collective history—the temples on either side that honor science, history, technology, and art—it is more than fitting that it is here, on the Mall, that our thoughts are focused on tomorrow, a brighter tomorrow envisioned by the genius of the dedicated young men and women who are the athletes of this Solar Decathlon.
Three years ago I had the honor of participating in a similar opening ceremony.  At the time, I spoke about solar energy as a form giver.  
My evidence was New England villages, native American cliff dwellings and pueblos, Pennsylvania barns, arctic igloos, and the front porches of America’s Midwest and South—all human responses to the sun’s energy.  All design treasures that inspire the mind and give the human heart a special sense of place.

Today I would like to offer a few additional observations about solar energy.  They will be brief.
In the past few weeks we had a jarring wake up call.  We saw how vulnerable we are to any disruption of our dependence on fossil fuel.  
With ports flooded, Gulf rigs smashed, and refineries closed, we discovered how precariously we totter on the razor edge of energy supply and demand.

Nor is the near-term future especially bright.  In the months ahead, the cost of heating our homes is expected to rise in some instances up to 70 percent.  This is not simply inconvenient; it is intolerable for those who can afford it the least—the poor, the elderly, and those living on fixed incomes.

In the interest of our economy, national security, and the environment both here at home and globally, we must do better.  We have to wean ourselves from an undue dependence on a single source of energy.  
We cannot afford the risk of letting our imagination, our creativity, and our nation run on empty.

The interdisciplinary teamwork that has created these houses—architecture, engineering, business, and communication students guided by their advisors—offers hope.  The Solar Decathlon opens our imaginations to a wide range of ideas that are inspirational, creative, practical, and capable—as we can see—of producing great beauty.  These projects are illuminated by ideas that speak as much to protecting our environment as they do to national security and our economy.

The storms that devastated New Orleans and the Gulf coast and in the process crippled our nation’s energy supply were the creation, ironically, of the sun, the same source of energy that is here, on the Mall, coaxed by young imaginations to be a source of hope.  

What makes the difference, the critical difference between hope and despair?  

It is the commitment and courage of young people from the United State, Canada, Spain, and Puerto Rico, gathered here on America’s Main Street, to salute the dawn and embrace that great star, the source of light and life that is our sun.  It is the power of their ideas which points a better way not just to us in this place, but also to future generations.
On behalf of the nearly 76,000 members of The American Institute of Architects, I want to thank my fellow sponsors of the Solar Decathlon and the gifted participants for this wonderful opportunity and the inspiration it provides.  Your vision is itself a source of energy not unlike that which powers the very stars.
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