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Denver Convention Energizes Young Architects
by Mimi H. Tsai, AIA

YAF Advisory Committee
Communications Director

The Young Architects were all over
this year’s AIA Convention in Den-

ver—scattered cross-legged on the floor
of the standing-room-only Libeskind
and Calatrava lectures, answering ques-
tions in panels and seminars about in-
ternship and the ARE, debating AIA poli-
tics, and touring the nearby Coors Field
and other architectural sites. What qual-
ity linked the Young Architects together?
An insatiable curiosity and boundless
energy to learn all they could from that
unique and intense gathering of archi-
tects and leaders.

Role models and mentors: To whom did
the emerging architects turn for inspira-
tion? Most notably, all gathered around
NPR journalist Susan Stamberg, as well
as international architects Daniel

Libeskind and Santiago Calatrava to hear
how these three great minds captivate
audiences with their cutting-edge work.
On the last day, all reconvened to ap-
plaud the winners of the Young Architect
Award.

At the convention, these role models
are close and present, but—after the con-
vention is over—they cannot replace the
day-to-day need for mentors to whom
young architects can turn for more per-
sonal and regular advice. In fact, one of
the topics under extensive discussion
during the convention was how the YAF
and the AIA can encourage this vital re-
lationship.

IDP, ARE seminars: Issues facing the

Young Architects
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emerging architect showed up time and
time again through many convention
sessions. Some examples:
• At a panel attended primarily by firm

principals, Michael Ayles, AIA, asserted
that interns are choosing firms based
in part on the types of IDP programs
the firms are offering

• The National Associates Committee
sponsored a half-day seminar on the
ARE, at which interns questioned YAF
liaisons on their study tactics.

• The YAF/Young Constructors Forum
(YCF) “How to Balance Work and Fam-
ily” turned into an impressively open
and honest discussion of family and
career issues and solutions.

YAF meetings: The YAF Advisory Com-
mittee and 15 regional liaisons met May
17 for a strategic planning session. After-
ward, Architectural Record Editor-in-
Chief Bob Ivy, FAIA, and News Editor
John Czarnecki, Assoc. AIA, joined the
group to discuss their new Web site,
archrecord2 (www.archrecord2.com). On
the following evening, the YAF and YCF
members presented their awards for the
second annual “Building Community”
affordable housing competition.

Projects and politics: Considering that
16,000+ people took part in this conven-
tion, it was surprising how easy it was to
meet up with peers and—under the glass
atrium of the Brown Palace—discuss,
what else, architecture. Topics ranged
from the lectures to AIA issues and job

This design netted David Hampton and

Ben Gauslin an award of merit.
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opportunities to the quality of life and
architecture in Denver.

Tours and Coors: Though the Young Ar-
chitects kept busy attending seminars
and lectures, most found time to explore
Denver, its museum, and library; do a
walking tour; or have lunch at a sunny
outdoor café in LoDo. One group drove
to the Air Force Academy for a tour with
campus architect Duane Boyle, AIA. Age
and climate have done little to alter the
beauty of the structures, whose 7.5-foot
grid pervades the entire mile-long cam-
pus. Visitors to the academy won’t soon
forget the view of the sparkling chapel and
buildings among the Rocky Mountains.

The tour and workshop of Coors Field,
which drew 75 participants, proved to be
another collaborative success for the YAF
and YCF. YAF Chair Paul Woolford, AIA,
moderated a discussion among Bruce
Marshall and Stewart Ervie, HOK Sport
(architects and on-site construction ad-
ministrators); Tom Noonan, Mortenson
Construction (project manager); Charlie
Nicola (formerly with the Stadium Dis-
trict, and the fulltime client representa-
tive); and Dave Moore of the Rockies (chief
operations officer for the team). The
group discussed the project holistically
from its inception to finally what worked
and what didn’t, and how they built the
field. A tour of the fields followed.

What energy this convention generated!
Convention time is about the collective.
It’s a time to share success stories. It’s
also a time to raise the bar and demand
more from ourselves. Convention serves
to shake up our conventional viewpoint
and leaves us with new energy and per-
spective.
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Young Architects Forum Design Competition

One of the convention highlights for the Young Architects Forum was hosted an awards
ceremony and reception for the winners of their second annual design competition,

Building Community: Partnership for Affordable Housing Infill, on May 18, 2001 in Denver,
CO. The Young Architects Forum, AGC’s Young Constructors Forum, and Northeast Denver
Housing Center partnered to host the juried competition in conjunction with the 2001 AIA
national convention. In accordance with the convention’s theme, “Leaders and Partners in
Creating Community,” the design category focused on an urban infill project in the historic
Five Points Neighborhood of Denver. The constructor category focused on affordable hous-
ing and community service projects. From the 37 entries, the jurors chose two Awards of
Excellence, three Awards of Merit, and three Awards of Distinction.

CONSTRUCTOR CATEGORY
Award of Excellence ($2,000)
• Byron Haselden, Denver

DESIGN CATEGORY
Awards of Excellence ($1,250)
• Mark Gerwing and Katherine Iverson, Boulder
• Alexander Bross, Portland, Maine

Awards of Merit ($500)
• Dave G. Hampton, Jr., and Ben Gauslin, Chicago
• Nolanda Bearden, Juan Milhouse, Melissa Teng, and Danny Trotter of Gresham Smith &

Partners, Birmingham
• Gabriel C. Feld, Cambridge, Mass.

Awards of Distinction (Certificate)
• Daniel K. Mullin, Kurt Rathmann, Ron Doebler, Bruce House, Josh Howa, University of

Idaho, Moscow
• Pablo Fidel Rescia, Dario Hector Lemmi, and Horacio Hernan Rigone, Argentina, Argen-

tina
• Mark Shifter, Laura Brown, Ben Niamthet, Sam Fan, Dan Figatner, Eric McNeal, Suzie

Upton, Burkettdesign, inc., Denver

Jurors for the competition were:
• Dominique Acevedo, director of development, Northeast Denver Housing Center
• Ralph Johnson, immediate past president, Associated General Contractors
• Jennifer Moulton, FAIA, director, Community Planning & Development Agency, City of

Denver
• Michael Pyatok, FAIA, principal, Pyatok Associates
• Bud Starker, president, Colorado Associated General Contractors.

For more information, contact Ellen Cathey, Assoc. AIA, ecathey@aia.org, or
202-626-7417.


